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LESSON OVERVIEW

SUPPLIES

Students will learn about Louise Bourgeois (1911-2010) a French born - Sculpture wire or pipe
artist and her large sculptures. They will then design their own spiders cleaners

with paper mache, clay and wire. - Tissue paper
= Air dry clay & tools

« Paper mache paste

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES - Cups

« Explore the life and work of Louise Bourgeois - Tin foil

. Learn about symbols in art - Wire cutters (for teacher)
- Create a 3 dimensional sculpture - Optional - paint

« Practice art vocabulary.

LOUISE BOURGEOIS

_—

Louise Bourgeois (1911 - 2010) was a French born artist. She is best known for her large-scale sculpture

and installation art. Her parents owned a tapestries repair shop. Tapestries are thick pieces of fabric with
pictures or designs, which are made by weaving different coloured threads. As a child, Bourgeois would
often draw designs for tapestry. In school, she first studied mathematics and geometry. In adulthood, her
mothers death affected her deeply and she decided to study art. After art school, she opened a gallery,
married an American and moved to New York City. When she moved to New York she started making
sculpture. She created her first pieces on the roof of her home. Bourgeois art was inspired by many sad
memories that happened in her childhood - the horrors of the First World War and her mother’s iliness. She
loved spiders, and made hundreds of drawings and sculptures of them throughout her career. Learn More
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LESSON PLAN

1. Introduce students to the life and work of Louise Bourgeois. Take a closer look at her sculptures of spiders.

» What symbolism do you see in her sculpture?

» What do you think the spider represents?
Bourgeois described the spider as an artist - It could create webs. She was inspired by her parents tapestry
workshop where her parents wove thread to repair them. Many of these sculptures are called Maman, which is
French for mother.

« What qualities do spiders have that might make Lousie Bourgeois see them as motherly?

« If you were to be symbolized by an animal, what animal would it be?

2. Talk about the materials and the process Louise Bourgeois used to make her sculptures.

» How do you think these sculptures are made?

« Why do you think she created them on a large scale?
Often artists create a maquette - a model or practice for a larger piece of sculpture to see how it might look and
work out any problems with the materials.

3. Some people think spiders are scary! Explore facts about spiders.
https://preschoolinspirations.com/20-fun-spider-facts-for-preschoolers/

https://www.sciencekids.co.nz/sciencefacts/animals/spider.html

4. Notice how Bourgeois spiders are not 100% realistic. Pass out drawing paper and encourage students to
make sketches of spiders in their own way. Use these sketches as inspiration for their sculptures.

5. Create spiders with sculpture wire, modeling clay, paper mache paste, tissue paper and paint. Start with the
body and then add legs. Sculptures should dry before/if painting them.

6. Students can collaborate and sketch out a web to present the spiders.

EVA+ : Draw an animal that is a symbol for an idea or someone you know.
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KEY IDEAS THAT CONNECT TO NATIONAL CORE ARTS STANDARDS:
Based on National Core Arts Standards visual Arts Requirements
(3rd).

VA:Cr1.1.3a
Elaborate on an imaginative idea. VA:Re.71.3a:
Speculate about processes an artist
VA:Cr2.2.3a: uses to create a work of art.
Demonstrate an understanding
of the safe and proficient use of VA:Re.7.2.3a:
materials, tools, and equipment for a Determine messages
variety of artistic processes. communicated by an image.

GRADE DIFFERENTIATION:

Younger students can use modeling clay and pipe cleaners. Older
students can work with paper mache and wire.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES

Click on links to learn more.
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids/explore/who-is/who-louise-bourgeois
https://www.nga.gov/learn/teachers/lessons-activities/pre-k/louise-

bourgeois.html
http://www.theeastonfoundation.org/biography
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