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LESSON OVERVIEW

Eric Carle (1929-2021) was a beloved American author and illustrator of
children’s literature. Students will study his collage techniques and create » Images of Carle’s artwork

SUPPLIES

their own illustrated character or animal using texture, shape, and color. and books
« Tissue paper or colorful
INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES construction paper

= Pencils, Scissors, Sharpies

= Scrap paper and/or
scrapbook paper

= Glue sticks

(Optional) Painted cardstock
to replicate Carle's technique

« Learn about Eric Carle’s life and artistic process.

» Understand the steps involved in creating illustrations.
« Create a character using collage.

« Design a background to support a narrative.
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Eric Carle (1929-2021) was a famous American author and illustrator known for his colorful and creative
children’s books, such as The Very Hungry Caterpillar. He made his artwork by painting tissue paper with bright
colors, then cutting the paper into simple shapes and layering them to create animals, bugs, and nature scenes.
Carle's unique collage style is easy to recognize and loved by kids all over the world. His stories often teach
about nature, animals, and counting, encouraging children to use their imaginations and learn about the world
around them.
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LESSON PLAN

1. Day 1: Begin by sharing Eric Carle’s life and work. Read one of his books or show some of his colorful
illustrations. Discuss:

« What is an illustrator’s job?

« What kinds of stories does Eric Carle like to tell? What characters do you notice in his art?

« How would you describe his art style?

« If you could make your own illustration, what animals or characters would you create? What story would you
tell?

Look closely at Eric Carle's artwork and talk about the textures and layers. Ask:

« How do you think he made those colorful patterns and textures? Who is your favorite Eric Carle character?

2. Before cutting paper, practice drawing animals using simple shapes. Show students photos of animals

and help them see how basic shapes—circles, ovals, rectangles—can form the body, head, legs, and wings.
Optionally, provide simple shape stencils to trace, or have students draw freehand. This helps build confidence
in breaking down complex forms.

3. Day 2: For the main project students choose their favorite animal or bug and create a collage inspired by Eric
Carle’s style. Using tissue paper or scraps of colorful, textured paper, they cut out simple shapes and layer them
to form their animal. They can add details and outlines with pencils or Sharpies.

4. Ask students to imagine their collage is the cover of their storybook. Have them brainstorm and write a title
for their animal’s story.

(EVA+): Students create a simple four-frame story featuring their animal or bug character. They can sketch
scenes and add color with colored pencils or markers. Pre-K Variation (One Session): Give each child pre-
cut colorful shapes and a big paper. Let them glue the shapes to make their own animal or bug. They can use
crayons or markers to add eyes, legs, or other details. Talk about the shapes and colors they choose. When
done, share and name their animals!




(1st Grade).
Standard 1V.CR.1:

Engage collaboratively in
exploration and imaginative

L play with art materials, and use
@me. ODbservation and investigation in
: =% preparation for making a work of

.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES

Click on links to learn more.
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KEY IDEAS THAT CONNECT TO STATE CORE ARTS STANDARDS:

Based on Utah Core Standards Fine Arts Requirements

Standard 1V.R.2:

Interpret art by categorizing
subject matter and identifying the
characteristics of form.

Standard 1V.CO.1:

Identify times, places, and reasons
by which students make art outside
of school.

= https://www.britannica.com/biography/Eric-Carle

= https://www.nccil.org/artists/eric-carle
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