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LESSON OVERVIEW

SUPPLIES
Maruja Mallo (1902-1995) was a Spanish artist known for combining
geometry with imaginative, surreal imagery. Students will explore her use » Images of Mallo's work,
of shapes, balance, and harmony to create their own artwork inspired by including geometric prep

drawings

» Map of the world

= Scratch paper

» Mixed media paper

= Graphite pencils and erasers
= Colored pencils or pastels
Optional: compasses, circle
templates, rulers, triangles
Optional: shells for students
to study

her geometric compositions.

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES

« Identify Maruja Mallo and her artistic style.

» Recognize and use basic art principles.

= Create a sketch using simple geometric shapes.

« Turn shapes into natural forms in a finished artwork.

MARUJA MALLO

Maruja Mallo (1902-1995) was a Spanish artist who worked with a creative group called “Generation 27" which
included famous people like Salvador Dali. Even though she was very talented, her art wasn't as well known
because she was a woman. When she was 20, Maruja went to art school in Madrid. In 1936, a war started in
Spain, so she moved to Argentina. She traveled to other countries too, like Chile, Brazil, and Bolivia, and learned
about their cultures. Maruja’s art often showed women, nature, and important problems in the world. Her style
was a mix of real life and imagination, which is part of a style called Surrealism. She also used lots of shapes and
patterns in her work, especially geometry. She moved back to Spain in 1956 and kept making art for the rest of
her life.
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LESSON PLAN

1. Day 1: Begin by introducing Maruja Mallo as a Spanish artist who used geometry, symmetry, and imagination
in her paintings. Show students a few of her works—especially her shell and nature-inspired compositions—and
talk about the shapes and balance in her art. Discuss:

« What do you notice about her artwork?

« Can you find repeating shapes or patterns?

» What does symmetry mean?

« How do her paintings feel balanced or organized?

«Use a world map to locate Spain (where she was born) and Argentina (where she lived during the Spanish Civil
War). Talk briefly about how she traveled and learned from different cultures.

2. Show students how Mallo often planned her paintings with simple shapes, like circles, triangles, and squares.
Demonstrate how to create a symmetrical layout using stencils, rulers, or folded paper. Have students begin
their own “underdrawing” using one of these three options, based on age/skill level:

Grades 4-5: Use graph paper and stencils to draw a symmetrical map with shapes. Ask: Is your design
balanced? What shapes repeat?

Grades 2-3: Use teacher-prepared graph paper with light patterns. Students will then draw fish, shells, or
underwater plants on top, keeping both sides similar.

Grades PreK-1: Fold a paper in half. On one side, print half of a seashell or fish. Students complete the other side
as a mirror image, then add colorful shapes around it.

3. Day 2: Now students turn their geometric shapes into natural objects, just like Mallo did. Encourage
creativity—these can be realistic (like seashells or flowers) or imaginative (like underwater creatures). Ask:
What shapes do you see in your object? Can you keep your composition symmetrical or balanced?

What colors will you use to bring it to life?

Then, using colored pencils or pastel, they color in their design and the background. Add decorative lines,
patterns, or gradients inspired by Mallo’s surreal style.

4, After finishing their artwork, have students share their piece with a partner or the class. prompts:
What inspired your design? What is the name of your creature or shell? Where might it live, and what does it do?
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KEY IDEAS THAT CONNECT TO STATE CORE ARTS STANDARDS:

Based on Utah Core Standards Fine Arts Requirements

(5th Grade).

Standard 5V.CO.1: Standard 5\,C.2:

Apply formal and conceptual Experiment with and develop skills
vocabularies of art and design to in multiple art-making techniques
view surroundings in new ways and approaches through practice.

through art-making.

Standard 5V.R.2:

Identify and analyze cultural
associations suggested by visual
* imagery.

ADDITIONAL REFERENCES
~~ Click on links to learn more.
. . https://edspace.american.edu/marujamalloheadsofwomen/maruja-
aw mallo-biography/
o/~ | https://www.bonart.cat/en/n/45233/the-universe-of-maruja-mallo
» https://omarrr.com/maruja-mallo-and-the-quest-for-mathematical-
| harmony
» https://edspace.american.edu/marujamalloheadsofwomen/the-living-
mathematics-of-the-skeleton/
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